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Haslemere  Urban  District  Council. 


STAFF  of  the  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

*J.  E.  HAINE,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


Sanitary  Inspector  : 

JAMES  J.  SHIRLEY,  A.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 


Clerical  Staff : 

Health  Department : 

*G.  H.  C.  TAYLOR  (Chief  Clerk). 

[Resigned  May,  1937). 

*C.  B.  STUART  ( Appointed  June,  1937). 
*Miss  M.  E.  NUNN. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Clerk : 

A.  R.  PRUE. 

* Also  acts  in  similar  capacity  for  Guildford  Rural  District 
and  Hambledon  Rural  District. 
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Haslemere  Urban  District  Council. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Millmead  House, 
Guildford. 

June,  1938. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Haslemere  Urban 
District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Miss  Hunter  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  rny  Annual  Report  upon  the  health 
of  the  District  for  the  year  1937. 

The  Birth-Rate,  at  10.81,  appears  to  be  much  lower  than  last 
year,  although  the  number  of  births  actually  is  only  three  less  than 
in  1936.  This  small  decrease,  taken  in  conjunction  with  the  increase 
in  the  population  (estimated  at  60),  accounts  for  the  lower  figure. 
The  Death-Rate  of  13.11  is  higher  than  that  of  last  year,  even  when 
corrected  for  comparative  purposes,  although  it  compares  well  with 
that  of  the  country  as  a whole. 

There  have  been  no  epidemics  during  the  year,  and  once  again 
I record  with  satisfaction  a year  of  singular  freedom  from  infectious 
diseases. 

The  Public  Health  Department  has  been  brought  into  much 
closer  contact  with  the  public  through  its  health  propaganda — 
mainly  conducted  through  the  Annual  Health  Week — and,  with  the 
addition  this  year  of  the  weekly  news  service  of  infectious  diseases 
notifications  to  medical  practitioners,  is  able  to  serve  a much  more 
useful  purpose. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  recording  my  appreciation  of  the 
constant  support  and  co-operation  of  the  Council  and  of  all  members 
of  the  staff. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  E.  HAINE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  & SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


SUMMARY.  1937  1936 

Area  in  Acres 5,945  5,945 

Estimated  resident  population  in  July  (esti- 
mate supplied  by  Registrar-General)  ...  9,530  9,470 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  year) 

according  to  Rate  Books  2,667  2,600 

Rateable  Value  £121,354  £117,623 

A sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ...  £460  £455 

Number  of  Births  (legitimate  and  illegiti- 
mate)  103  106 

Birth-Rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  population 10.81  11.19 

Number  of  Deaths  124  112 

Death-Rate  (actual)  per  1,000  of  the  popu- 
lation   13.11  11.80 

Death-Rate  for  purposes  of  comparison  with 

other  districts 11.14  10.03 

Natural  increase  of  population  during  the 

year  by  excess  of  births  over  deaths  Nil  Nil 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  (under  the  age 

of  one  year)  6 6 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births  ...  48  56 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  conse- 
quence of,  child-birth  0 0 

Death-Rate  from  Influenza  per  1,000  of  the 

population  0.94  0.21 

Death  Rate  from  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

per  1,000  of  the  population 0.84  0.53 

Death-Rate  from  Bronchitis  per  1 ,000  of 

the  population 0.63  0.53 

Death-Rate  from  Measles  per  1,000  of  the 

population  0.0  0.0 

Death-Rate  from  the  seven  principal  zymotic 
diseases : Smallpox,  Whooping-cough, 

Measles,  Diphtheria,  Diarrhoea,  Scarlet 
Fever  and  “Fever”  (Typhoid,  Enteric 
and  Typhus)  per  1,000  of  the  population  0.32  0.0 

Death-Rate  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  of 
children  under  two  years  of  age  per  1,000 

births  0.21  0.0 

Death-Rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

per  1,000  of  the  population 0.63  0.74 

Death-Rate  from  Cancer  per  1,000  of  the 

population  1.15  1.27 

Death-Rate  from  Heart  Disease  per  1,000  of 

the  population 3.15  2.43 

Death-Rate  from  Acute  and  Chronic  Neph- 
ritis per  1,000  of  the  population  0.42  0.42 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


BIRTHS. 


103  Live 

births  were  registered  during  the 

year,  as 

against 

106  in  1936. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Live 

Births — Legitimate 

60 

41 

101 

Illegitimate 

2 

- 

2 

62 

41 

103 

BIRTH-RATE  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population  10.81 

The  birth-rate  for  1936  was  11.19.  The  1937  rate  thus  shows 
a slight  decrease. 

The  graph  on  page  1 1 shows  the  birth-rates  for  the  District  for 
the  last  seven  years,  together  with  the  birth-rates  for  England  and 
Wales. 


There  were  no  still-births  during 

the  year,  as 

against  2 in 

1936. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Still-Births — Legitimate . . . 

0 

0 

0 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Still-birth  rate  per  1,000 

total  (live 

and 

still)  births  

0.0 

DEATHS. 

There  were  124  deaths  registered  during  1937  (59  male  and  65 
female),  as  against  112  for  the  previous  year.  Table  on  page  10 
shows  the  principal  causes  of  death. 

DEATH-RATE  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population  13.11 

After  correction  by  the  Registrar-General’s 

factor 11.14 

The  death-rate  for  1936  was  11.80  (or  10.03  after  correction 
by  the  Registrar-General’s  factor*).  Thus  the  death-rate  for  1937 
shows  an  increase  of  1.31  per  1,000  on  the  rate  for  1936. 

* The  corrected  figure  indicates  what  the  rate  would  be  had  the 
population  of  Haslemere  age  and  sex  constitution  been  in  the  same 
proportions  as  the  country  as  a whole.  It  is  thus  a figure  used  for 
purposes  of  comparison  only. 
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The  death-rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  the  last  seven 
years,  together  with  the  death-rates  for  England  and  Wales,  are 
shown  in  the  graph  on  page  1 1 . 

The  1937  death-rates  of  certain  specified  diseases  are  set  out 
in  the  Summary  on  page  6,  together  with  the  rates  for  1936. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 


During  1937  there  were  6 deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of 
age  as  compared  with  6 in  1936. 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Legitimate  3 2 5 

Illegitimate  0 1 1 


3 3 6 


INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES.  1937. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 48.4 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  49.5 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  500.0 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages)  0 

,,  whooping-cough  (all  ages)  ...  0 

,,  diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of 

age)  0.21 


1936. 

56.6 

61.2 

125.0 

0 

0 

0 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 


Deaths  from  puerperal  sepsis  ...  0 

,,  other  puerperal  causes  0 


Rate  per  1,000 
total  (live  and 
still)  births. 
0.0 
0.0 
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Table  I below  shows  the  birth-  and  death-rates  per  1,000  of 
the  population  for  the  District  and  for  England  and  Wales  for  1936 
and  1937. 


TABLE  I. 

COMPARATIVE  BIRTH-  AND  DEATH-RATES. 


Annual  Rates  per  1,000  of  the  Population. 


Birth-Rate 


1937 


1936 


Death-Rate 


1937 


1936 


Infantile 

Mortality 


1937 


1936 


Maternal 
Mortality 
per  1,000 
total  Births 


1937 


1936 


Haslemere 

U.D. 


England  and 
Wales 


10.81 


14.9 


11.19 


14.8 


Crude 

13.11 

Compar- 

able 

11.14 

12.4 


Crude 

11.80 

Compar- 

able 

10.03 

12.1 


48 


58 


56 


59 


0.00 


0.00 


3.23  3.81 
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TABLE  II. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1937  (All  Ages). 
(Figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General). 


Cause  of  Death. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

— 

— 

— 

2. 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  fever 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping-cough  

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria  

1 

— 

1 

6. 

Influenza  

3 

6 

9 

7. 

Encephalitis  lethargica  

1 

— 

1 

8. 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

4 

2 

6 

10. 

Other  tuberculous  diseases  

— 

— 

— 

11. 

Syphilis  

— 

— 

12. 

General  paralysis  of  the  insane, 
tabes  dorsalis 

13. 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  

5 

6 

11 

14. 

Diabetes 

— 

— - 

— 

15. 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc 

2 

6 

8 

16. 

Heart  disease  

14 

16 

30 

17. 

Aneurysm  

— 

1 

1 

18. 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

3 

6 

9 

19. 

Bronchitis  

5 

1 

6 

20. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  

4 

4 

8 

21. 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

— 

1 

■ 1 

22. 

Peptic  ulcer  

— 

— 

— 

23. 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years) 

1 

1 

2 

24. 

Appendicitis  

1 

— 

1 

25. 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

— 

— 

— 

26. 

Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc. 

1 

— 

1 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases  

— 

1 

1 

28. 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

2 

2 

4 

29. 

Puerperal  sepsis  

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  puerperal  causes  

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  debility,  premature 
birth,  malformations,  etc.  ... 

1 



1 

32. 

Senility  

2 

1 

3 

33. 

Suicide  

— 

— 

— 

34. 

Other  violence  

5 

2 

7 

35. 

Other  defined  diseases  

4 

9 

13 

36. 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  ... 

— 

— 

— 

All  Causes  . . . 

59 

65 

124 
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GRAPH  SHOWING  BIRTH-  AND  DEATH-RATES  PER  1,000 
OF  THE  POPULATION  FOR  THE  LAST  EIGHT  YEARS. 
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1930  1931  1932  1933  1934  1935  1936  1937 

Haslemere  U.D.  England  and  Wales. 


Births  

Deaths  


11 


TABLE  III. 

BIRTH-RATES,  DEATH-RATES  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1937. 
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„ Puerperal  Sepsis.  Others.  Total, 

the  maternal  mortality  rates  for  England  and  ( per  1,000  Live  Births  ...  0-97  2-26  ...  3-23 

Wales  are  as  follows : \ ,,  Total  Births  ...  0-94  2-17  ...  3-11 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Pathological  Examinations. — All  pathological  specimens 
are  examined  at  the  Clinical  Research  Association,  London.  The 
arrangements  work  smoothly  and  satisfactorily. 

The  following  are  the  numbers  of  examinations  made  during 
the  year : 

1937  1936 

44  30 

13  12 

5 7 

1 — 

3 — 

Totals  ...  66  49 

Milk  Analysis. — This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Clinical 
Research  Association,  Limited,  Watergate  House,  York  Buildings, 
Adelphi,  London,  W.C.2.  37  samples  were  examined  during  the  year. 

Water  Analysis. — The  Analytical  Laboratory,  16  Southwark 
Street,  London,  S.E.I.,  undertakes  the  examination  (bacteriological 
and  chemical)  of  samples  of  water.  During  the  year  two  samples 
were  examined. 


Diphtheria  ... 
Tuberculosis 

Faeces  

Miscellaneous 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

Ambulance  services  are  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  district, 
and  work  smoothly  and  efficiently.  Particulars  are  given  below  : 

(i)  Ambulance  provided  by  the  Haslemere  Urban  District 
Council  available  for  Accident  Cases  and  Cases  of  a Non-Infectious 
Character. 


Name  of  Authority 

No.  of 
Ambu- 
lances 

Address  of 
Ambulance  Station 

1 elephone 
Number 

Haslemere  Urban 

1 

Fire  Station, 

Haslemere 

District  Council 

Haslemere 

291 
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ii.  Ambulances  available  for 

Cases  of  Infectious 

Disease. 

Name  of  Authority. 

No.  of 
Ambu- 
lances 

Address  of 
Ambulance  Station 

Telephone 

Number 

Farnham  Joint  Isolation 

1 

Farnham  Joint  Iso- 

Farnham 

Hospital  Committee 

lation  Hospital 

6015 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

Midwives. — There  are  19  midwives  practising  in  the  Urban 
District  supervised  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  They 
are  distributed  in  the  following  parishes  : 

Haslemere  12  Grayswood  0 

Hindhead  1 Shottermill  6 

District  Nurses. — Six  district  nurses  are  available — three  in 
Haslemere,  one  in  Hindhead,  one  in  Grayswood,  and  one  in 
Shottermill.  This  service  is  administered  by  the  County  Nursing 
Association. 

Health  Visitors. — There  is  in  the  District  a County  Health 
Visitor  who  visits  homes  under  the  School  Medical,  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  and  Tuberculosis  Services. 

Home  Nursing  of  Public  Assistance  Cases. — The  scheme 
for  the  home  nursing  of  Public  Assistance  cases,  formulated  in  1933, 
increases  in  usefulness,  and  is  likely  to  become  more  and  more 
useful  as  its  full  potentialities  and  advantages  are  appreciated. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. — Centres  within  the  District 


are  as  set  out 

in  the  table  below. 

Centre 

Address 

Days  of  Centre 

Haslemere 

St.  Christopher’s  Hall, 
Haslemere 

Every  Tuesday 

Hindhead 

Congregation  Chapel 

Rooms, 

Beacon  Hill,  Hindhead 

Every  Friday 
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Ante -Natal  Clinic. — An  Ante-natal  Clinic  is  held  at  the 
Haslemere  Child  Welfare  Centre  on  the  2nd  and  4th  Thursdays  in 
each  month. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic. — The  Orthopaedic  Clinic  is  held  at  the 
Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital,  Farnham  Road,  Guildford,  on 
Tuesday  afternoons  at  2 p.m. 

In-patient  treatment  is  provided  at  the  St.  Nicholas’  and  St. 
Martin’s  Homes  at  Pyrford. 

Surrey  Voluntary  Association  for  the  Care  of  Cripples. 

—This  Association,  inaugurated  in  October,  1936,  has  proved  of 
increasing  usefulness  in  this  as  in  other  Districts.  During  its  first 
year  377  cripples  have  been  assisted,  and  as  the  work  of  the  Associa- 
tion becomes  more  widely  known  the  number  must  inevitably 
increase. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensaries. — Dispensaries  at  the  Milford 
Sanatorium  and  at  49  Farnham  Road,  Guildford,  serve  the  District. 
The  days  and  times  for  the  attendance  of  cases  are  as  follows  : 

Milford  Sanatorium. — 2nd  and  4th  Fridays,  2 to  4 p.m. 

49  Farnham  Road,  Guildford — 1st,  3rd  and  5th  Wednesdays 
at  10  a.m.  Fridays  at  10  a.m.  2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays  at 
5.30  p.m. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinic. — A Clinic  is  held  at  the  Royal 
Surrey  County  Hospital,  Guildford,  three  days  weekly,  as  follows  : 
Mondays,  4.30  p.m. — (Females). 

Thursdays,  5 p.m. — (Males). 

Fridays,  4.30  p.m. — (Males). 

All  treatment  is  free,  and  patients  can  receive  treatment  from 
their  own  medical  attendants,  to  whom  drugs  are  supplied  free  of 
cost. 

All  of  the  above-noted  clinics  are  administered  by  and  under  the 
control  of  the  Surrey  County  Council. 


HOSPITALS. 

The  hospitals  serving  the  District  are  as  follows  : 

General  : Haslemere  and  District  Hospital,  Haslemere. 

(Medical  and  Surgical.  62  beds). 

Infectious  Disease  : Farnham  Joint  Isolation  Hospital. 

50  beds.  Clandon  Smallpox  Isolation  Hospital. 
37  beds. 
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The  extensions  and  improvements  at  the  Farnham  Isolation 
Hospital  have  now  been  completed,  and  the  actual  accommodation 
now  available  there  is  50  beds,  including  two  2-bedded  wards  and 
sixteen  single-bedded  cubicles. 

HEALTH  WEEK. 

The  Health  Week  held  for  the  first  time  in  1935,  and  repeated  in 
1936,  proved  so  successful  that  an  even  bigger  effort  was  made  this 
year.  Posters  were  displayed  throughout  the  town  and  in  all  the 
schools.  It  was  felt  that  the  best  approach  could  be  made  through 
the  school  children,  and  much  literature  of  an  attractive  nature 
was  distributed,  including  booklets,  leaflets  and  reward  badges  for 
cleanliness — personal  cleanliness  and  cleanliness  of  books. 

A travelling  cinema  van  was  in  the  District  for  the  whole  week 
and,  through  the  courtesy  of  the  Education  Authority,  gave  displays 
at  all  the  schools,  as  well  as  at  many  appointed  sites  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  District.  This  travelling  cinema  theatre  is  extra- 
ordinarily well  equipped  and  displays  were  given  indoors  to  mothers 
at  the  Welfare  Centres  and  at  other  meetings. 

Much  more  general  interest  was  displayed  this  year  than 
formerly,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  value  of  these  educational 
measures.  It  is  hoped  that  Health  Week  will  become  an  annual 
event  and  will  receive  the  co-operation  of  the  Press  and  others  able 
to  help. 

Once  again  I express  my  gratitude  to  the  Health  and  Cleanliness 
Council  for  their  valuable  assistance  and  advice,  without  which  it 
would  not  be  possible  to  conduct  this  health  propaganda.  The 
Haslemere  Council  accepted  the  invitation  of  the  Health  and 
Cleanliness  Council  to  become  a member  of  that  Council,  and  their 
election  was  confirmed  at  the  Council  Meeting  on  the  16th 
November. 


MORTUARY. 

A mortuary  is  maintained  by  the  Council  at  Sickle  Mill.  It  is 
ample  for  all  requirements  and  is  properly  and  suitably  maintained. 
Fourteen  bodies  were  dealt  with  during  the  year. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Council’s  water  supply  has  been,  during  the  whole  of  the 
year,  treated  with  chlorine  at  the  rate  of  0.2  parts  per  million.  This 
is  purely  a precautionary  measure,  as,  from  the  analyses,  the  water 
supply  has  been  found  to  be  quite  pure  without  chlorination. 

Samples  were  taken  quarterly.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  in  view  of 
difficulties  elsewhere,  it  was  decided  to  take  monthly  samples  for 
bacteriological  examination,  with  chemical  analyses  in  spring  and 
autumn  only. 

The  Wey  Valley  Water  Company  supplies  the  Hindhead  and 
Shottermill  Wards.  Samples  have  been  taken  quarterly,  but  it  has 
been  decided  that  in  future  monthly  analyses  shall  be  made.  All 
analyses  are  transmitted  to  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Water 
Company  for  his  information,  and  the  copies  received  of  the  Water 
Company’s  own  fortnightly  analyses  are  much  appreciated  and 
gratefully  acknowledged. 

A detailed  survey  of  the  sources  of  water  supplies  was  in  pro- 
gress at  the  end  of  the  year  and  will  be  included  in  next  year’s 
Annual  Report. 

Typical  analyses  are  appended  on  pages  18  and  19. 


DRAINAGE. 

The  small  sewage  disposal  works  at  Grayswood  continues  to 
give  excellent  results.  The  effluent  is  consistently  as  clear  as  spring 
water,  whilst  the  watercourse  into  which  it  flows  remains  free  from 
any  sign  of  pollution.  Analyses  show  that  it  is  well  within  the 
standards  recommended  by  the  Royal  Commission  on  Sewage 
Treatment. 

Eight  Acres  Sewage  Disposal  Works. — Despite  occasional 
complaints,  the  disposal  works  for  the  52  houses  on  this  estate 
functions  satisfactorily.  The  effluent  is  good,  and  no  difficulties  have 
arisen  over  its  disposal  in  the  stream. 

Shottermill  Sewage  Works. — These  works  have  continued 
to  give  anxiety  although  the  effluent  has  been  consistently  good. 

The  digestion  of  the  sludge  has  not  been  as  rapid  as  is  desirable, 
and  the  drying  and  disposal  of  the  large  quantities  of  sludge  resulting 
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from  the  imperfect  digestion  has  been  a difficulty.  Modifications, 
including  further  dilution  of  the  inflowing  sewage,  and  additional 
sludge  tanks,  are  being  proceeded  with. 

Following  application  for  the  necessary  loan,  an  inquiry  and 
inspection  was  made  by  officials  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  7th 
January,  1938.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  modifica- 
tions now  in  progress  will  result  in  a completely  satisfactory  plant. 

Some  apprehension  may  be  felt  that  alterations  are  already 
necessary  at  these  works,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  the 
activated  sludge  treatment  is  a very  finely  balanced  process,  easily 
upset  by  variations  in  any  one  of  many  conditions.  In  every  plant 
there  is  difficulty  and  delay  in  finding  that  position  of  balance  which 
ensures  the  most  perfect  working  conditions.  This  applies  more  to 
the  relatively  small  plant  even  than  to  large  works,  since  smaller 
fluctuations  have  proportionately  greater  effects.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  once  the  correct  balance  has  been  achieved  the  works  will 
function  without  trouble  and  give  from  every  point  of  view  complete 
satisfaction. 


Copy. 

Edward  Hinks,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C. 

Public  Analyst. 

C.  A.  Best,  Esq.,  M.Inst.M.  & C.E., 
Engineer  and  Surveyor, 
Haslemere  U.D.C. 


Analytical  Laboratory, 

16  Southwark  Street, 
London,  S.E.l. 
12th  March,  1937. 


REPORT  on  bacteriological  examination  of  a sample  of  water 
received  the  8th  March,  1937,  and  marked  : 

‘‘Tap  on  Venturi  Meter  at  Pumping  Station. 

8th  March,  1937.  Collector — W.  R.  Davies.” 

Number  of  colonies  per  millilitre  developing  in  3 days  upon 

agar  at  22°C 1 

Number  of  colonies  per  millilitre  developing  in  48  hours  upon 

agar  at  37°  C 1 

B.  Coli  absent  in  100  millilitres. 

Streptococci  ditto. 

B.  Welchii  ditto. 

Any  possible  action  by  chlorine  during  transit  was  neutralised 
at  the  time  of  taking  the  sample. 

This  is  bacteriologically  an  excellent  water. 

(Signed)  Edward  Hinks. 
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Copy. 


WEY  VALLEY  WATER  COMPANY. 

Copy  of  Report  from  The  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories, 

91  Queen  Victoria  Street,  London,  E.C.4. 

L.3742. 

Analysis  of  a sample  of  Water  received  on  15-12-37  from  Wey 
Valley  Water  Co. 

Labelled — Rising  Main,  Hindhead  Well. 

Taken  by  T.  Dopson.  Signed  and  Witness,  T.  R.  Davidson.  Date 
15-12-37.  10  a.m. 


Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  100,000. 


Appearance 

Colour 

Reaction  pH 


Clear  and  Bright. 

Normal.  Odour,  Nil. 

On  the  acid  side  of  neutrality, 
Free  Carbonic  Acid  0.80. 


Electric  Conductivity 
at  20°C 

74 

Total  Solids,  180°C. 

5.5 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

1.1 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 

0.06 

Hardness  : Permanent 

3.0 

Temporary 

0.0 

Total 

3.0 

Metals  

Absent. 

Free  Ammonia  

0.0000 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.0000 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours 
at  80°  F 

0.000 

Nitrites  absent. 


6.7. 


Bacteriological  Results. 

No.  of  Bacteria  per  cc. 

On  Agar  in  3 days  at  20°  C.  1 
On  Agar  in  1 day  at  37°  C.  0 
On  Agar  in  2 days  at  37°  C.  0 

The  Bacillus  Coli  Present  in  — . Absent  in  100  c.c. 

Bacillus  Welchii  Present  in  — . Absent  in  100  c.c. 

(B.  Enteritidis  Sporogenes) 

Report. — This  is  a clear  and  bright  water,  of  normal  colour, 
and  of  neutral  reaction.  The  water  contains  no  excess  of  saline 
matter,  is  very  soft,  free  from  metals,  and  of  the  highest  degree  of 
organic  and  bacterial  purity. 

It  is  a pure  and  wholesome  water,  suitable  for  the  purposes  of 
public  supply. 

(Signed)  John  F.  Beale 

(for  Drs.  Beale  & Suckling). 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 


No  cases  of  pollution  came  to  the  notice  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  during  the  year. 
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CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 


During  the  year  four  conservancy  systems  were  connected  to 
water  carriage  systems.  The  number  of  earth  closets  remaining  at 
the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows  : 


Grayswood  

...  156 

Haslemere 

...  45 

Hindhead  

...  143 

Hindhead  Common 

8 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  arrangements  for  removal  of  nightsoil  and  cesspool 
emptying  continue  as  before.  This  service  works  smoothly  and 
satisfactorily. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  tip  at  Border  Road  was  used. 
Some  complaints  were  received  from  nearby  residents  regarding 
smell  and  flies,  but  this  tip  was  never  intended  as  anything  but  a 
temporary  one. 

All  refuse  is  now  disposed  of  in  the  old  clay  quarries  at  Hammer 
Brickworks.  Purchase  of  this  was  sanctioned  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  following  a public  Inquiry  in  June. 

The  approach  road  leads  past  the  sewage  works  at  Shottermill 
and  is  well  away  from  all  populous  districts.  Controlled  tipping 
is  carried  out,  the  men  responsible  having  been  specially  trained  for 
the  purpose  by  practical  experience  at  other  approved  model  refuse 
tips,  and  the  results  are  eminently  satisfactory. 

There  is  every  reason  to  expect  that  Haslemere’s  refuse  disposal 
problem  has  been  settled — for,  at  any  rate,  this  generation. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  supplied  the  following  figures  of 
inspections  made  during  the  year  : 

Number  of  inspections  and  re-inspections  of :, 

Dwelling-houses 435 

Other  Premises  1,962 

Number  of  sundry  visits  and  inspections  not  included  above  143 

Total  2,540 


20 


Number  of  dwelling-houses  at  which  nuisances  or  defects 


were  discovered 22 

Number  of  other  premises  at  which  nuisances  or  defects  were 

discovered  30 

Total  number  of  Statutory  Notices  served 3 

Total  number  of  Informal  Notices  served  23 

Number  of  visits  in  connection  with  Infectious  Disease  ...  36 

Number  of  rooms  disinfected  14 


Inspections  of  other  premises  : 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

No.  of 
Inspections 

Nuisances  or 
Defects  Found 

Notices 

Served 

Slaughter-houses  . . . 
Butchers’  shops  ... 

5 

326 

— 

— 

14 

244 

— 

— 

Bakehouses 

Other  Food  Premi- 

8 

166 

— 

I1 

ses  

— 

277 

1 

1 

Factories  

Workshops  & Out- 
workers’ premises 
Cowsheds,  Dairies 

22 

131 

2 

2 

55 

193 

— 

— ; 

and  Milkshops  ... 

40 

406 

2 

2 

Schools 

Petroleum  and  Car- 

— 

23 

— 

— 

bide  Stores 

52 

110 

— 

— 

Shops  

Smoke  and  Fume 

— 

30 

— 

— 

Observations  . . . 

— 

11 

2 

2 

Offensive  Trades  ... 

2 

45 

— 

— 

Complaints. — During  the  year  56  complaints  were  received. 
Seventy-five  visits  were  made  in  the  investigation  thereof  and  the 
necessary  action  taken. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORY 
AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901. 

1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  (including  Factory 
Laundries) 

131 

2 

Workshops  (including  Work- 
shop Laundries)  

359 

Workplaces  (other  than  Out- 
workers’ premises)  

— 

— 

— 

Totals  

490 

2 

— 

2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Particulars 

Defects 

Found 

Defects 

Remedied 

Sanitary  Accommodation  : Insufficient... 





Sanitary  Accommodation  : Unsuitable  or 

defective  

— 

— 

Sanitary  Accommodation  : Not  separate 

for  sexes 

— 

— 

Other  nuisances  

5 

5 

Totals  

5 

5 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

The  trades  of  fish-frying  and  marine  storekeeper  are  declared 
offensive  trades  in  this  District. 

There  is  now  no  marine  store  in  the  District  but  there  are  two 
fish-frying  businesses  and  these  are  conducted  in  a satisfactory 
manner,  45  inspections  having  been  made. 

During  the  year  an  application  was  made  for  the  establishment 
of  another  fish-frying  business  to  be  carried  on  from  a travelling 
van  at  Hindhead,  but  the  application  was  not  granted. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  eight  bakehouses  in  the  District  and  166  visits  of 
inspection  were  made  to  ensure  that  the  premises  were  kept  in  a 
satisfactory  manner. 
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SHOPS. 


Thirty  inspections  were  made  under  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  and 
one  notice  is  outstanding  requesting  the  provision  of  a sanitary 
convenience. 

Under  this  Act  the  Local  Sanitary  Authority  is  responsible  for 
ensuring  that  there  is  adequate  ventilation,  warming  and  sanitary 
conveniences,  whilst  the  County  Council  controls  other  conditions, 
including  lighting,  washing  facilities,  seating  accommodation,  hours 
of  employment,  etc. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Eleven  observations  were  made  for  smoke  nuisance. 


SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

Tentative  plans  have  been  prepared  for  the  construction  of  a 
swimming  pool  at  the  Camelsdale  Recreation  Ground.  Swimming 
provides  one  of  the  most  healthy  and  invigorating  forms  of  exercise 
it  is  possible  to  find,  and  in  these  days  when  the  majority  of  people 
have,  of  necessity,  too  little  exercise,  activities  of  this  nature  must 
be  regarded  as  having  important  bearings  on  questions  of  general 
public  health.  The  improved  health,  freedom  from  minor  ailments, 
and  better  resistance  to  disease  resulting  from  these  healthy  pur- 
suits must  inevitably  be  reflected  in  improved  general  health  and 
better  prospects  for  healthier  and  fitter  future  generations. 


SCHOOLS. 

At  Grayswood  School  the  conversion  to  waterclosets  has  been 
completed. 

Complaint  was  made  that  the  accommodation  at  Hindhead 
School  was  inadequate.  Careful  enquiries  failed  to  show  any  real 
foundation  for  the  complaint.  It  is  understood  that  proposals  have 
been  made  for  conversion  of  the  existing  pail  closets  to  a water 
carriage  system  during  1938. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

One  privately  owned  dwelling-house  was  found  to  be  infested 
with  bed  bugs,  and  after  disinfestation  by  the  Local  Authority  with 
a vermicide  and  thorough  cleansing  and  redecorating  by  the  owner 
and  tenant,  the  vermin  were  eventually  eradicated. 

The  houses  fumigated  last  year  have  remained  free  from  this 

pest. 
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There  is  no  examination  of  tenants’  belongings  before  removal 
to  Council  houses  to  ensure  freedom  from  vermin.  So  few  cases 
occur  in  Haslemere  that  the  adoption  of  such  a procedure  does  not 
appear  to  be  justified. 

Complaints  were  received  that  one  house  was  in  a filthy  con- 
dition (although  not  verminous),  and  as  the  owner  was  unfit, 
through  age  and  infirmity,  to  clean  it  herself,  and  unable  to  afford 
to  employ  help,  the  house  was  cleansed  at  the  Council’s  expense. 
Steps  have  been  taken  and  observation  kept  to  ensure  that  no 
relapse  is  allowed. 


RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 

Under  this  Act,  which  is  primarily  administered  by  the  County 
Council,  seven  visits  were  paid  to  premises  in  the  District  and  advice 
given.  Several  complaints  were  referred  to  the  County  Rat  Officer. 


PETROLEUM  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT,  1928. 

The  Petroleum  Officer,  who  is  also  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  has 
supplied  the  following  report  : 

“There  are  48  premises  licensed  for  the  storage  of  petroleum 
spirit.  From  25  of  these  petrol  is  sold,  while  at  the  other  23  premises 
petrol  is  stored  for  private  use  only.  Four  licences  were  issued  for 
the  storage  of  carbide  of  calcium— one  for  private  use  and  three 
for  the  purpose  of  sale.  110  visits  were  made  in  all.” 
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HOUSING. 


HOUSING  TABLES. 


1. — Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year  : 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts)  360 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  435 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations,  1925  305 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  342 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  2 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  20 


2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 

Formal  Notices  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  33 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  Formal  Notices  : 

(a)  By  owners 1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 

B.  — 'Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to 
be  remedied  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  Formal  Notices  : 

(a)  By  owners 0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  1 
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C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  0 

D.  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  0 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having 
been  rendered  fit  0 

4. — Housing  Act,  1936.  Part  IV.  Overcrowding. 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 


the  year  6 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 6 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  44 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  4 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  2 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 16 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the 
Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding 0 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 

conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  ...  0 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  9 cowkeepers  and  15  milk 
retailers  in  the  District,  whilst  16  retailers  from  outside  sell  milk 
within  the  District. 

406  inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 

Various  improvements  to  buildings  have  been  effected  by 
several  producers,  and  two  notices  were  served  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Acts  and  Orders. 

37  samples  of  milk  were  taken,  and  the  results  prove  that  a 
high  standard  is  being  maintained  in  this  District.  Three  samples  of 
pasteurised  milk  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Phosphatase  test 
proved  satisfactory. 

For  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  Methylene  Blue  test  and  the 
plate  count  were  obtained  for  each  sample  but  it  was  found  that  the 
count  was  of  more  interest  as  its  "degree  of  cleanliness”  is  a useful 
asset  when  encouraging  handlers  of  milk  in  the  observance  of 
cleanliness. 

Milk  Produced  in  District.  Milk  Produced  outside  District. 

Highest  bacterial  count  163,660.  Highest  bacterial  count  770,000 


Lowest  ,,  ,,  9,060.  Lowest  ,,  ,,  850 

Average  ,,  ,,  57,654.  Average  ,,  ,,  79,465 

The  following  licences  were  granted  for  the  sale  of  milk  under 
the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders  : 

Dealer’s  Licence  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  4 

,,  ,,  ,,  Accredited  2 

,,  ,,  ,,  Pasteurised  1 

Supplementary  Licence  for  Tuberculin  Tested  ...  3 

,,  ,,  ,,  Pasteurised 1 

Licence  to  Pasteurise  Milk  2 


ICE  CREAM. 

Fifteen  samples  of  ice  cream  produced  in  the  District  and  two 
produced  outside  the  District  were  taken  for  analyses. 

In  connection  therewith  but  additional  to  : 

1 sample  of  New  Zealand  Butter. 

1 ,,  ,,  Ice  Cream  Mix. 

1 ,,  ,,  Milk  Powder. 
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Ice  Cream  Produced 
in  District. 

Highest  bacterial  count  2,900,000. 
Lowest  ,,  ,,  3,650. 

Average  „ ,,  904,163. 


Ice  Cream  Produced 
outside  District. 

Highest  bacterial  count  7,100 
Lowest  ,,  ,,  6,830 

Average  ,,  ,,  6,965 


SUMMARY  OF  SAMPLES. 


Articles. 

No.  of 
Samples 

Examination. 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Milk  

37 

Bacteriological,  by  Count 

33 

4 

Milk  

19 

Bacteriological,  by  Methylene 

Blue  Test 

17 

2 

Milk  

3 

Phosphatase  

3 

— 

Milk  

1 

Animal  Inoculation  

1 

— 

Ice  Cream  . . . 

17 

Bacteriological  

6 

11 

Ice  Cream  Mix 

1 

Bacteriological  

1 

— 

Butter  

1 

Bacteriological  

— 

1 

Milk  Powder 

1 

Bacteriological  

1 

— 

Totals 

80 

62 

18 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 


Ante-  and  Post-Mortem  Examination  of  Animals. 
Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

exclud- 

ing 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

138 

— 

194 

1,045 

932 

N umber  inspected 

120 

— 

174 

900 

875 

All  diseases  (except 
Tuberculosis) 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   

_ 

_ 







Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

1 

_ 

_ 



1 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   











Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  

0.833 

— 

— 

— 

0.114 

Retail  Sale  Inspection. — There  are  14  butchers’  shops  and 
five  slaughter-houses,  all  of  which  are  kept  in  a satisfactory  manner. 
The  licence  of  one  slaughter-house  was  again  renewed  on  a yearly 
basis.  570  visits  have  been  paid  to  these  premises. 

Four-and-a-half  stone  of  chilled  beef  was  condemned  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption. 
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Under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933,  15  slaughterman 
were  licensed  for  one  year  to  slaughter  animals. 

Other  Foods. — Three  pheasants  were  condemned  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1928. 

This  Act  is  administered  by  the  Surrey  County  Council,  and  I 
am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  in- 
formation in  the  table  below  showing  the  number  of  samples  analysed 
and  action  taken  in  respect  of  the  District. 

TABLE  IV. 

Return  of  Samples  Analysed  during  Year  ended  31st  December,  1937. 


Articles 

Analysed 

Adulterated  or 
Deteriorated 

Prosecu- 

tions 

Convic- 

tions 

For- 

mal 

In- 

formal 

Total 

For- 

mal 

In- 

formal 

Total 

Milk  

41 

— 

41 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Sultanas 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Mincemeat 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Evaporat’d  Milk 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

44 

— 

44 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

NUTRITION. 

During  the  last  three  months  of  the  year  a campaign,  in  con- 
nection with  the  National  Campaign  for  the  Wider  Use  of  the  Health 
Services,  was  carried  out  by  the  Surrey  County  Council  in  con- 
junction with  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education.  There 
were  no  active  measures  taken  in  the  Haslemere  Urban  District, 
but  each  month  2,000  folder-leaflets,  2,000  bookmarkers,  40  posters 
and  40  mounted  display-cards  were  distributed  as  follows  : 

To  Women’s  Institutes. 

,,  Mothers’  Unions. 

,,  Medical  Practitioners. 
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It  is,  I think,  doubtful  if  the  distribution  of  literature  of  this 
nature,  without  the  backing  of  other  propaganda,  justifies  the 
expense  and  trouble  involved. 

Leaflets  were  prepared  giving  details  of  the  Health  Services 
available  in  the  District,  and  supplies  of  these  were  circulated  each 
month  with  the  Health  Campaign  literature,  whilst  copies  are  now 
exhibited  in  all  Post  Offices  throughout  the  District. 


SHELLFISH. 


Notes  on  Shellfish  Sold  in  the  District. 


Mac  Fisheries,  Haslemere 
,,  Hindhead 

Duncans,  Haslemere 


Haslemere  Co-operative 
Society,  Ltd. 


Bicknell,  Haslemere 


Mason,  Haslemere 


Chatt,  Shottermill 


Sell  lobsters,  crabs,  oysters,  scallops, 
prawns  and  shrimps. 

These  are  ordered  and  obtained  from 

Mac  Fisheries’  Headquarters,  London. 

Sells  lobsters,  crabs,  oysters,  scallops, 
prawns  and  shrimps. 

Ordered  and  obtained  from  theC.W.S., 
Manchester. 

Sells  lobsters,  crabs,  oysters,  scallops, 
prawns  and  shrimps. 

Obtained  from  Holland,  Wholesaler, 
Portsmouth. 

Sells  lobsters,  crabs,  oysters,  scallops, 
prawns,  shrimps,  cockles  and 
winkles. 

Personally  obtained  from  Billingsgate 
Market. 

Prawns  and  shrimps. 

Obtained  from  Grimsby. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


GENERAL. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  (excluding 
tuberculosis)  notified  during  the  year  was  14,  which  included  6 cases 
of  scarlet  fever  and  one  of  diphtheria. 

There  were  no  epidemics,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  a 
few  years  of  freedom  from  epidemics  allows  an  unprotected  popula- 
tion to  reach  the  age  of  greatest  susceptibility.  Consequently 
epidemics  tend  to  recur  every  few  years,  and  the  present  freedom 
from  infectious  disease  cannot  necessarily  be  expected  to  continue 
indefinitely. 

The  graph  on  page  36  illustrates  the  incidence  of  infectious 
disease  during  the  last  eight  years. 

Table  V.  on  page  35  shows  the  age  incidence  of  the  notified 
cases. 

During  the  year  an  attempt  was  made  to  start  an  information 
service  to  practitioners  in  the  District.  Details  of  infectious  diseases 
were  regularly  sent  to  every  practitioner,  with  notes  of  interest 
likely  to  be  of  assistance  in  the  more  rapid  recognition  of  infectious 
disease.  It  is  obviously  of  importance  to  a medical  practitioner 
to  have  the  information  that  whooping  cough,  measles  or  other 
specific  infections  have  occurred  in  any  particular  locality,  so  that 
he  may  be  on  the  watch  for  them.  Hitherto  this  information  has 
been  retained  in  the  records  of  the  Health  Department,  being  used 
for  statistical  purposes  rather  than  as  an  aid  to  the  earlier  detection 
of  infectious  diseases.  Started  as  an  experiment,  this  service  has 
been  so  much  appreciated  by  practitioners  that  it  has  now  become 
a regular  and  accepted  routine. 

It  is  very  noticeable  that  the  general  public  are  not  only  taking 
a greater  interest  in  health  matters,  but  have  a greater  and  more 
accurate  knowledge  of  infectious  and  other  diseases.  Many  requests 
for  information  and  advice  are  constantly  received  from  the 
general  public. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

There  were  6 cases  notified  during  the  year,  as  compared  with 
5 in  1936.  The  cases  were,  for  the  most  part,  isolated,  and  there 
was  no  spread  of  infection. 

The  scheme  of  immunisation  of  contacts  has  not  been  put  to 
practical  use  this  year  as  the  circumstances  of  the  patients  did  not 
demand  it. 
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DIPHTHERIA. 


One  case  of  diphtheria  occurred  during  the  year.  This  was  a 
very  mild  case  in  a child  3|  years  of  age.  One  death  from  diphtheria 
is  recorded,  but  this  occurred  outside  the  District,  the  patient, 
however,  being  normally  a resident  of  Haslemere. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. — Again  in  1937  every  entrant 
at  the  Council  Schools  was  offered  immunisation,  either  free  of 
charge  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  as  a private  service  by 
the  child’s  own  medical  attendant  (the  material  being  supplied 
free  of  charge). 

This  immunisation  against  diphtheria  has  now  taken  its  place 
as  an  annual  routine  measure,  and  the  majority  of  parents  consent 
to  the  treatment  of  their  children. 

The  one-shot  method,  using  Alum  Precipitated  Toxoid,  has 
been  continued,  since  the  results  hitherto  have  been  entirely 
satisfactory.  This  year  Schick  testing  has  been  delayed  for  twelve 
months  in  order  to  prove  that  the  immunity  produced  is  not  of  a 
transient  nature,  but  persists  in  undiminished  form  for,  at  any 
rate,  twelve  months.  If  any  children  relapse  into  a susceptible  state 
they  should  be  detected  by  this  delayed  Schick  testing. 

The  same  material  has  been  used  as  last  year,  namely,  that 
supplied  by  Messrs.  Parke  Davis,  each  dose  being  diluted  to  1 c.c. 
as  formerly. 

With  the  co-operation  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  the 
Assistant  School  Medical  Officers,  immunisation  is  now  offered 
free  of  charge  to  children  attending  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  at 
Haslemere  and  Hindhead,  and  five  children  were  immunised  during 
December,  when  this  extension  of  the  scheme  commenced.  The 
Schick  testing  of  these  children  is  being  deferred  until  they  attain 
school  age,  when  they  can  be  included  in  the  annual  routine  Schick 
testing  at  the  schools. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  AT  THE  ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOLS,  HASLEMERE. 


Number  of 
children 
immunised 
since 
scheme 
commenced 

Estimated 
number  left 
as  a result 
of  reaching 
school- 
leaving 
age 

Average 
percentage 
of  success 
as  shown 
by  Schick 
testing 

Approx- 
imate 
number  of 
children 
protected 

Total 
number  of 
children 
at  the 
schools 
(approx.) 

Percentage 
of  children 
at  schools 
who  are 
protected 
against 
Diphtheria 

912 

130 

94.12 

726 

852 

85.25 
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PUERPERAL  PYREXIA. 


No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 


CEREBRO-SPINAL  FEVER. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  one  case  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis 
was  reported  from  the  Haslemere  Hospital.  Unfortunately,  after 
some  confusion  and  misunderstanding  with  the  Farnham  Iselation 
Hospital,  the  case  was  sent  to  Portsmouth  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital  in  the  general  ambulance  before  the  notification  reached 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Appropriate  disinfection  of  the 
ambulance  and  at  the  Hospital  was  arranged,  and  the  nursing 
staff  examined  by  swabbing.  Fortunately,  no  secondary  cases 
developed. 


SCHOOL  ABSENTEES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  of  children  absent  from 
school  suffering,  or  suspected  to  be  suffering,  from  any  infectious 
or  contagious  disease,  including  contacts  with  cases  of  infectious 
disease.  This  form  of  notification,  which  is  received  from  head 
teachers,  is  of  the  greatest  value,  as  it  gives  information  concerning 
the  occurrence  of  infectious  diseases  other  than  those  notifiable, 
and  also  occasionally  acts  as  a check  on  notifications  of  infectious 
disease  by  medical  practitioners. 

TABLE  V. 

SCHOOL  ABSENTEES. 


School. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Influenza. 

Measles. 

Conjuncti- 

vitis 

Whooping- 

cough. 

Chicken- 

pox. 

Coughs  and 
Colds. 

Impetigo 

Totals 

Grayswood  C.  of  E. 

— 

— 

35 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

37 

Haslemere  C.  of  E.  (Inf.) 

— 

— 

11 

1 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

16 

Haslemere  C.  of  E.  (Sen.) 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

5 

Hindhead  Council 

Shottermill  Council 

— 

— 

— * 

61 

2 

6 

5 

— 

1 

75 

Totals 

2 

— 

46 

63 

3 

6 

9 

3 

1 

133 
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TABLE  VI.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE,  1937.  AGE  INCIDENCE 
(other  than  Tuberculosis). 
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This  demonstrates  the  fact  that  medical  attendants  do  not  always  notify  cases  of  pneumenia. 


40 

30 

20 

10 

0 


GRAPH  SHOWING  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIED  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES  DURING  THE  LAST  EIGHT  YEARS. 
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■ = Total  of  Notified  Infectious  Diseases  (excepting  Tuberculosis) . 

• — •—  • = Scarlet  Fever.  — — — = Tuberculosis.  — Diphtheria. 
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CANCER. 


There  were  11  deaths  from  malignant  disease  during  1937 — 
5 males  and  6 females.  The  age  incidence  of  these  11  persons  is 
shown  in  the  table  below  : 


TOTAL  DEATHS  FROM  CANCER. 


20-30 

30-40 

40-50 

50-60 

60-70 

70-80 

Over 

80 

Totals 

Grand 

Site 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Total 

Alimentary 

Breast 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

5 

2 

7 

Lung 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

Liver 

Tongue 

Other 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

Totals  ... 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3 

2 

- 

2 

1 

1 

- 

1 

5 

6 

11 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from  cancer 
during  the  last  four  years  : 


Year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Death-Rate 

1934  

7 

9 

16 

1.72 

1935  

5 

9 

14 

1.49 

1936  

6 

6 

12 

1.27 

1937  

5 

6 

11 

1.15 

The  British  Empire  Cancer  Campaign  has  continued  its  efforts 
to  disseminate  information  on  the  subject  of  cancer.  There  is  a panel 
of  lecturers  in  the  Haslemere  Urban  District,  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  acting  as  the  Honorary  Secretary  for  the  scheme  in  the 
District.  One  lecture  was  arranged  during  the  year — at  Hindhead 
in  October,  the  lecture  being  held  in  connection  with  the  Women’s 
Institute  there. 
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PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. 

There  was  no  cause  for  any  action  to  be  taken  under  Section  66 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  regarding  the  prevention  of  blindness 
and  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  disease  of  or  injury 
to  the  eye. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  were  71  cases  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  1937 — 
namely  26  males  and  45  females. 


The  following  table  summarises  the  Tuberculosis  Register  as 
at  31st  December,  for  the  last  five  years  : 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total  Number 
on  Register 
at  December 
31st 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

1933 

11 

17 

5 

1 

34 

1934 

14 

15 

6 

2 

37 

1935 

15 

15 

6 

2 

38 

1936 

18 

30 

5 

7 

60 

1937 

19 

36 

7 

9 

71 

During  1937  there  were  23  new  cases  (primary  and  others)  as 
against  27  in  1936. 

Table  VII  on  page  43  shows  the  new  cases  and  deaths  in 
age  periods — pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  figures  are  given 
separately. 

There  were  6 deaths  from  tuberculosis,  as  against  5 in  1936. 

The  following  table  shows  the  notifications  and  deaths  in  the 
District,  with  the  corresponding  rates  per  1,000  of  the  population 
during  the  past  four  years  : 


Year 

Cases  Notified 

Notification 

Rate 

Deaths 

Death-Rate 
per  1,000  of  the 
population 

1934 

10 

1.10 

4 

0.43 

1935 

11 

1.18 

5 

0.54 

1936 

27 

2.85 

5 

0.53 

1937 

23 

2.41 

6 

0.63 
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The  remarkable  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  during  the  past 
five  years  is  alarming,  there  being  now  more  than  twice  as  many 
cases  on  the  register  as  there  were  four  years  ago.  The  increase  is 
almost  entirely  amongst  females,  and  is  principally  pulmonary 
tuberculosis.  I am  not  satisfied  that  the  explanation  offered  by 
the  County  Medical  Officer  is  correct — namely,  that  the  increase  is 
entirely  due  to  immigration  of  patients  for  health  reasons.  I have 
examined  in  detail  the  records  relating  to  every  case  notified  since 
1934  and  append  the  following  brief  extracts  from  my  survey.  The 
figures  show  that  50  cases  were  notified  in  Haslemere  as  new  cases 
— 41  pulmonary  and  9 non-pulmonary,  whereas  only  21  (18  pul- 
monary and  3 non-pulmonary)  were  notified  as  tubercular  patients 
from  elsewhere  coming  to  reside  in  Haslemere — no  doubt  for  health 
reasons.  These  figures  appear  to  show  that  the  increase  in  tuber- 
culosis is  in  Haslemere  itself,  and  nothing  less  than  an  individual 
survey  of  each  case  can  give  further  information.  It  is  intended  to 
arrange  for  this  to  be  done  during  1938. 
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HASLEMERE 


YEAR 

2- 

-3 

3- 

-4 

4- 

-5 

5- 

-10 

10- 

-15 

Pul. 

Non- 

Pul. 

Pul. 

Non- 

Pul. 

Pul. 

Non- 

Pul. 

Pul. 

Non- 

Pul. 

Pul. 

Non- 

Pul. 

1934. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

On  Register  at  1 . 1 .34 

1 

2 

Primary  Notification 
during  1934  

1 

1 

Transferred  into 
District  during  1934 

Totals 

1 

1 

1935. 

On  Register  at  1 . 1 .35 

1 

1 

3 

Primary  Notification 
during  1935  

1 

Transferred  into 
District  during  1935 

Totals 

1 

1936. 

On  Register  at  1.1.36 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Primary  Notification 
during  1936  

1 

1 

1 

Transferred  into 
District  during  1936 

Totals 

1 

1 

1 

1937. 

On  Register  at  1 . 1 .37 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

! 

l 

Primary  Notification 
during  1937  

1 

Transferred  into 
District  during  1937 

Totals 

1 

j 

1 

TOTAL 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

* This  includes  notification  of  5 cases  in  Holy  Cross  Sanatorium  which  had  been  resident  th>  o 
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BERCULOSIS. 
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35 

1 

3 

1 

1 
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- 
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1 

4 

1 

4 

- 

- 

5 

1 

1 

7 

1 

1 

1 
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1 

1 

1 

7 
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2 
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18 

22 
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2 
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2 
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2 
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3 
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9 

2 

9 

5 
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76 

1 

1 

2 
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1 
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13 
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3 
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1 

10 
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3 

5 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

7 

11 

2 

3 

23 

3 

1 

3 

12 

28 

1 

3 

10 

4 

12 

9 

2 

30 

51 

8 

10 

99 

>r  some  time,  but  not  notified  to  this  Authority  as  they  had  been  previously  notified  elsewhere. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS, 
1925. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925  (relating  to  persons  suffering 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade). 


SECTION  62,  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  this  section,  which  relates  to  the 
compulsory  removal  to  a hospital  of  persons  suffering  from 
tuberculosis. 
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TABLE  VII.  NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  OF  TUBERCULOSIS. 
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* Of  these,  10  were  primary  notifications,  10  were  persons  from  other  areas  who  had  come  to  reside  in  the  Haslemere  Urban 
District  during  the  year,  and  3 were  cases  notified  after  death  (i.e.  from  death  returns,  etc.), 
f The  ratio  of  non-notified  tuberculosis  deaths  to  total  tuberculosis  deaths  was  3 to  6 or  1 in  2. 


